Johnson County Public Policy Council
2016 State Senator/State Representative Candidate Questionnaire

Name: Linda Gallagher District: 23 Political Affiliation: R

Address/City/State/Zip: 7804MonroviaSt., LenexaKS 66216

Phone:  Cell:913-703-3423 Email: | jGallagher@kc.rr.com
Campaign Website: . lindagallagher.org
Campaign Video Link:

Occupation/Work History (last five years - 25 words or fewer):

| amafree-lancewriter andeditor.From2000-2012] wasexecutivedirectorof atradeassociatiorior heating
andcoolingcontractors.

Other recent political/community experience (25 words or fewer):

Dist. 23 StateRep- 1 term.Repub PrecinctCommitteewoman 7 terms.PTA/boosteiclub volunteerat
Shawanodlementary Trailridge Middle & ShawneeMissionNW High Schools Girl Scouttroopleader.

If you are or have been affiliated with a chamber of commerce or other business organization, please list which
organization(s) and any leadership positions you have held:

Worked3 temporarystintsat GreatelKC Chambeiof Commercen the 1990's filling in for communications
director,anddid free-lancewriting projectsfor the ChamberAlso hadtemppositionat KS BankersAssn.

As a candidate, what are your top three policy issues? (10 words or fewer per issue):

L. Education public educatiorshouldbe supportecandadequatelyunded.
2. EconomicRecovery Kansameedssomprehensiveevenuaeformto properlyfund essentiakervices.
3. Embarrassmentlegislativevoteson extremessueshavecausecembarrassmerior KS & hurtbusiness.

What are your views on state tax policy? (100 words of fewer):

Thethree-leggedtool of property,salesandincometaxesis horribly out of balancan KansasThis has
createdanunfair tax burdenon lower- andmiddle-incomeaxpayersandhascausedhe stateto fail to fund
essentiakervicesadequatelyWe needa comprehensiveevenueaeformplanthatis fair andequitablefor all
taxpayersandthatprovidestherevenuesieededo conductstatebusinessl did notagreewith theincometax
changegassedn 2012andl would supportthe repealof incometax exemptionon wagesearnedy business
ownersandrestoringsomeor all of theincometax ratecuts.

If Kansas faces a significant revenue shortfall in meeting its budget, how would you proposed to balance the
budget? Please be specific. (100 words or fewer):

Thisis thesituationKansadacesnow. The Junerevenueaeport is expectedo revealanothersignificant
revenueshortfall. First, we needa moreaccuratepictureof therevenuesituationthanthefiscal 2016budget
projectionsprovided- this showsthe unpredictablanatureof the 2012incometax cuts.To balancehebudget,
in theshorttermtherewill haveto be cutsin spendinghatwill bevery difficult butnecessaryo make.We are
runningout of one-timefixes andplacesfrom which to sweepfunds.And, it will requireareassessmenf the
incometax glidepathto zeroandimplementatiorof a morepragmaticandrealistictax planto increasaevenue




What are your views on K-12 school funding? In anticipation of a new funding formula/process, what are your
priorities?(75 words or fewer):

| supportcreationof anewK-12 fundingformulathatassuregquity,schooldistrictautonomyadequate
funding,andlocal authorityandfundingflexibility. Schoolfundingsincetherecessiorhasnotkeptup with the
rateof inflation, andthe block grantfundingdoesnot accountfor enrollmentchange®r operatingcost
increasesT he previousfundingformulanecessarilyontainedveightingsfor variousfactorsthatvary among
schooldistricts. The newformulawill needto addressll of thesevariables.The procesf writing thenew
schoolfundingformulamustincludeinput from all stakeholderen the educatiorsystem.

What are your views on the state’s role with respect to access and affordability of public higher education?
(50 words or fewer):

It is the state'sole to providefundingfor excellentpublic highereducatiorsothatit is availableto all students
| amconcerneaboutthe significantcutsto highereducatiorfunding by the statethis year,dueto the ongoing
budgetcrisis,andparticularlythe disproportionatelhighercutsto KU andKSU. This hasresultedn sizable
tuition increasesandl worry thatthe costof tuition maybecomeout of reachfor manyKansasstudents.

What is your position on individual tax credits and other voucher-like programs for private school tuition?
(50 words or fewer):

| amopposedo anyuseof public fundsfor private,religiousor homeschoolsfor K-12 educationwhetherit
bevouchersscholarshipgr individual tax credits.Parenthavetheright to chooseto sendtheir childrento
privateor religiousschoolsor to educatehemat home,but taxpayershouldnot befinancingthoseoptions.

What type of economic development policies will you support to encourage job growth and business expan-
sion in Kansas? (50 words or fewer):

| supportthe existingPromotingEmploymentAcrossKkansagPEAK) program reinstatemenof the High
PerformancéncentiveProgram(HPIP)andotherDepartmenbf CommercgrogramsEconomicdevelopmen
incentivesshouldbe usedto bringin companieshatarenewto the stateandthatcreatenetnewjobsin the
GreateKansa<City region,ratherthanto lure companiescrosshe stateline within the metroarea.

Do you support or oppose maintaining the current dedicated sales tax transfer to the state highway fund for
the purpose of funding transportation projects, or should transportation be subject to the appropriations pro-
cess where legislators determine funding levels entirely? Explain. (75 words or fewer):

| supportmaintainingthe currentdedicatedsalestax transferto the statehighwayfund for transportation
projectsandl deplorethe practiceof sweepingransportatiofundsinto the StateGeneraFundto propup
budgetshortfalls.Transportatiorshouldnot be subjectto the appropriationprocesontrolledentirely by
legislators We needto build up the statehighwayfund onceagainandrenewthe T-Works program.Thereare
too manyKansagoadsandbridgesin needof repair.With thesweepgrom KDOT, 25 highwayexpansion
projectshavebeencanceledandwe aremaintainingonly 200 milesof roadsa yearratherthanthe usuall,200.

What is your policy position on the state’s role regarding immigration and do you support employment-based

immigration reforms to assist with workforce shortages in specified industries such as engineering? (50 words
or fewer):

Immigrationis afederalissue andstategovernmentsndlocal law enforcemento not havethe authorityto
usurpthefederalgovernment'sole. However,l likely would supportemployment-base@nmigrationreforms
to assistwith workforceshortagesn specificindustriesdependingon the circumstanceandthe natureof the
proposedeforms.

What role should state governments have in determining workplace employment practices and benefits of-
fered to employees?(50 words or fewer):

Stategovernmentgenerallyshouldnot beinvolvedin determiningprivateworkplaceemploymenpractices
andbenefits But, statesdo havetheright to regulatesomeemploymenpracticesn the caseof publicly funded
constructiorprojects.l believein freemarketsthatareconstrainedy asfew governmentulesandregulations
asis reasonablandnecessaryincludingjob markets.

What do you believe is the most pressing issue or challenge facing Kansas today and how would you address
it? (75 words or fewer):

Thedire budgetsituationis the mostpressingchallengeacing Kansagdoday. The stateno longerhasany
financialreservesndfacesbudgetshortfallsmonthaftermonth,resultingin harmfulbudgetcuts. Thereareno
quick or easyfixes for this budgetsituation,but we mustreinstateall or partof theincometax cutsof 2012and
eliminatebusinessncometax exemptionslt will takeyearsto recoverfrom this, butwe neednewlegislative
leadershighatis pragmaticandpolicy-focusednotideology-focusedThatwill eventuallyfostertrue
economicaecoveryandjob growth,throughcreationof a stablebusinesenvironmenfor Kansasemployers.

What do you believe most distinguishes you from your opponent(s) in this race? (75 words or fewer):

| havelived in this districtfor 34 years,owninga home,payingtaxes raisingtwo childrenandvolunteeringn
their schoolsMy opponenmovedinto thedistricttwo yearsagoto runfor this seat. As amoderate
Republican] believemy political views morecloselymatchthoseof this area'svotersthando hers.l alsohave
moreof abusinesdackgroundhanshedoeswith my experienceasaneditorfor businesgradepublications
andasanexecutivewith atradeassociatiorfior heatingandcoolingcontractorsThroughtwo legislative
sessiongl, haveworkedthroughthe steepgearningcurveandl amreadyto facethe challengeshead.




