Johnson County Public Policy Council
2016 State Senator/State Representative Candidate Questionnaire

Name: HelenStoll District: 17 Political Affiliation: D
Address/City/State/Zip: 7601ConstancétreetLenexaKS 66216
Phone:  913-488-3723 Email:  HelenStollforKansas@gmail.com

Campaign Website: HelenStoll.com

Campaign Video Link:

Occupation/Work History (last five years - 25 words or fewer):

Currentlyl ama StudentDevelopmenBpecialistat JCCCassistingstudentsvith enrollmentandrecords Past
employmenincludesl5 yearsasa commerciakeal estatdenderfollowed by a periodasa stay-homeparent.

Other recent political/community experience (25 words or fewer):

Treasurefor a housecandidaten 2014;GameOn for KansasSchoolsMainstreamCoalition; my children's
schoolPTAs; Ethnic Enrichment-estival;KauffmanCenterfor PerformingArts

If you are or have been affiliated with a chamber of commerce or other business organization, please list which
organization(s) and any leadership positions you have held:

N/A

As a candidate, what are your top three policy issues? (10 words or fewer per issue):

1. FiscalPolicy - Aboveall asit affectseverything Revenuestreamneedso be stableandreliable

2. Education All public educatiorfrom early childhood- post-secondarghouldbe adequatelyandfairly fui
3. Infrastructure Well maintainedransportatiorsystemfor safetyandeconomicdevelopment

What are your views on state tax policy? (100 words of fewer):

Dueto the2012tax policy changeshe state'dinanceshavebeenthrowninto chaos.Theburdenhasbeen
shiftedto localitiesandlower andmiddleincomeKansansandis no longeradequatéo fund the state's
obligations.ts goalsof economiagrowthandjob developmenhavenot cometo fruition.

If Kansas faces a significant revenue shortfall in meeting its budget, how would you proposed to balance the
budget? Please be specific. (100 words or fewer):

| advocateareturnto thetax policy thatwasworking for the stateprior to 2012.This would includeputtingthe
hundredof thousand®f entitiespayingzerotaxesbackon therolls andreturningto the prior bracketspr
somethingcloseto it. To offsetsomeof theseincrease$ would proposanakingthe salesaxincreasesunsets
wasoriginally promisedandalsoadvocatea reductionor eliminationof the salestax on food.




What are your views on K-12 school funding? In anticipation of a new funding formula/process, what are your
priorities?(75 words or fewer):

Thesupremecourthasfoundthatthe currentfundingwasinequitableandwill soonrule onwhetherit is
adequatacrosghe state.Fundinghasnot keptup with inflation andl believethatit is imperativethatwe fund
our schoolsatthelevel thatmakesour studentompetitive.This includestechnologyinitiativesandproviding
adequateesourceso allow ALL of our studentgo reachtheirfull potential.

What are your views on the state’s role with respect to access and affordability of public higher education?
(50 words or fewer):

The stateshouldmaintainfundinglevelsthatsupporthighereducatiorandavoid excessiveuition increasesl.
would like to seeareviewof scholarshigrogramsoncefundingsourcesarestabilized.

What is your position on individual tax credits and other voucher-like programs for private school tuition?
(50 words or fewer):

| amstronglyopposedo anydiversionof public fundsfor privateeducationPublictax dollarsshouldonly be
usedfor publicinstitutionswith public oversight.

What type of economic development policies will you support to encourage job growth and business expan-
sion in Kansas? (50 words or fewer):

Reasonablandappropriatdax incrementfinancingavoidingborderwar situationwhereno realnetgrowth
occurs.

Do you support or oppose maintaining the current dedicated sales tax transfer to the state highway fund for
the purpose of funding transportation projects, or should transportation be subject to the appropriations pro-
cess where legislators determine funding levels entirely? Explain. (75 words or fewer):

| supportthe currentsystemWe haveseenthatthe currentlegislaturedoesnot allocateall fundsasintended
andour infrastructureshouldhavereliableandstablesourcedo planprojectsandmaximizeefficiency.

What is your policy position on the state’s role regarding immigration and do you support employment-based

immigration reforms to assist with workforce shortages in specified industries such as engineering? (50 words
or fewer):

| think thatthisis primarily a Federabpolicy issueandthe stateshouldhaveminimal needto interfere.There

arecurrentmethodsaddressingneedsn specificareasput | would be opento learningwhattheissuesareand
if modificationsareappropriatevould supportthem.

What role should state governments have in determining workplace employment practices and benefits of-
fered to employees?(50 words or fewer):

Employeedavetheright to expecta safeandfair employmengenvironmentThe stateshouldprovideminimal
oversightto addreswiolations.

What do you believe is the most pressing issue or challenge facing Kansas today and how would you address
it? (75 words or fewer):

It is absolutelythe unbalancedynreliableandunsustainabléscal policy. Returningto areasonablenodelwill

give publicinstitutionsthe ability to makethe bestuseof statefundingandplanfor efficientandappropriate
executionof their dutiesandobligations.

What do you believe most distinguishes you from your opponent(s) in this race? (75 words or fewer):

If my opponents theincumbent] will differ by beinganindependenthinkerandnot rubberstampingoad
policy on political groundsl havelearnedthatthe bestway to havea successfulife is to strivefor balanceand
thatis how | operateThiswill manifestitself in this office by working to returnour fiscal policy to amore

balancedfair andreliablemodelandwill enablethe stateto balancets obligationsandensurehatall areas
receiveappropriatdunding.




