Johnson County Public Policy Council
2016 State Senator/State Representative Candidate Questionnaire

Name: Vicki Hiatt District: 10 Political Affiliation: Dem

Address/City/State/Zip: 21522W. 72ndStreet ShawneekKS 66218

Phone:  913-481-3002 Email:  ymhiatt52@outlook.com
Campaign Website: . hiattforkansas.com
Campaign Video Link:

Occupation/Work History (last five years - 25 words or fewer):

SpecialEducationTeacherfor 30years. Retiredin 2012.

Other recent political/community experience (25 words or fewer):

Candidatdor HouseDistrict 39in 2014election
CASA Volunteer

If you are or have been affiliated with a chamber of commerce or other business organization, please list which
organization(s) and any leadership positions you have held:

None

As a candidate, what are your top three policy issues? (10 words or fewer per issue):

1. Repeathe2012tax cutsandimplementafair systemof taxation.
2.

3.

Fully fund public educatiorandgetrid of tax creditsfor privateschools.
ExpandMedicaidto saverural Kansashospitalsandprovidehealthcareto moreKansans.

What are your views on state tax policy? (100 words of fewer):

Thecurrentstatetax policy is very unfair by puttinga greatertax burdenon the low andmiddleincome
familiesof Kansas.We shouldnotbemovingtowarda zeroincometax level andanincreasedalesax and
propertytax level becausehis takesmoremoneyout of the pocketsof thosewho canleastaffordit. The
currentstatetax policy doesnot provideenoughrevenuefor the stateto payits bills andcontinuego placean
excessivéburdenon local governmentso provideserviceghatthe statecanno longerafford.

If Kansas faces a significant revenue shortfall in meeting its budget, how would you proposed to balance the
budget? Please be specific. (100 words or fewer):

A significantrevenueshortfallwould requiremorecutsto quickly balancehebudget. However,cutting
serviceds notthelong termanswersincetoo manyKansansaresufferingfrom thesecutsandl believethe
peopleof Kansasarewilling to paythetaxesnecessaryo receivea higherquality of life. Returningto the
revenuesourceof incometax for all andfinding newsourcef revenuenould bea priority.




What are your views on K-12 school funding? In anticipation of a new funding formula/process, what are your
priorities?(75 words or fewer):

| believeK-12 schoolfunding shouldbe equitablyandadequatelyundedasrequiredby the Kansas
Constitution. As anativeKansan] havebeenproudto havethe educationabpportunitiegshatmy statehas
offered. Strongpublic schoolshavebeena majordrawto peoplemovingin from otherareasof thecountry.
My priority to remedythe schoolfundingformulawould beto returnto the previousformulaandwork through

anyportionsof thatprocesghatmayneedto be updatedo remaintrueto therequirement®f the constitution.
It is unrealisticto denythatthe costof educatingstudentsasnotincreased.

What are your views on the state’s role with respect to access and affordability of public higher education?
(50 words or fewer):

Accessandaffordability of public highereducatioris necessaryo provideathriving work forcein Kansas.
Youngpeoplewho havegrownupin Kansasaremorelikely to stayandcontributeto our stateif theyhave
accesdo quality highereducatiorandthey cantakeadvantag®f thein-statetuition breakto makeit more
affordable. We mustbe ableto competewith otherstatesn the areaof highereducation.

What is your position on individual tax credits and other voucher-like programs for private school tuition?
(50 words or fewer):

| amvery opposedo individual tax creditsandvoucher-likeprogramdor privateschooltuition. The

constitutionstateghattaxpayemoneyis to goto public education.By allowing tax creditsandvouchersthe

moneyto fund public educatiorbecomedessandwe areconstitutionallyrequiredto adequatelyund our
schools.

What type of economic development policies will you support to encourage job growth and business expan-
sion in Kansas? (50 words or fewer):

| would supportpoliciesfor economicdevelopmensuchasSTAR bondsandotherinitiativesaslong asthey

wereappropriateandfair. | think it is importantto protectlocal governmentatontrolfor tax incentivessince
thelocal leadershipunderstandghe needsof the communitybetterthatthe stategovernment.

Do you support or oppose maintaining the current dedicated sales tax transfer to the state highway fund for

the purpose of funding transportation projects, or should transportation be subject to the appropriations pro-
cess where legislators determine funding levels entirely? Explain. (75 words or fewer):

| supportmaintainingthe currentdedicatedsalestax transferto the statehighwayfund for transportation
projectsbut | wantthatfund to be protectedandnot usedasanalternatesourceof revenueor the generafund
Maintainingour roadsandbridgesis necessaryor the safetyof transportingpeopleandgoods.

What is your policy position on the state’s role regarding immigration and do you support employment-based

immigration reforms to assist with workforce shortages in specified industries such as engineering? (50 words
or fewer):

| would needto do moreresearcton thisissue butl feelthatl would supportemployment-baseidnmigration

reformsto assistworkforceshortagesn certainindustries. Again, | would wantto seedataandl would not
wantthis to beatthe expensef local workersandtheir pay.

What role should state governments have in determining workplace employment practices and benefits of-
fered to employees?(50 words or fewer):

| think the stategovernmenshouldhavearole in determiningworkplaceemploymenpracticesgspecially

issuef safetyfor workers. The stateshouldprovidesomeguidanceo employergegardinghe minimum
level of benefitsofferedto employees.

What do you believe is the most pressing issue or challenge facing Kansas today and how would you address
it? (75 words or fewer):

| believethe mostpressingssueor challengeacingKansagodayis developinga balancedstatebudgetanda
sustainableourceof revenudo payfor the operationof governmentandservicego Kansans.Without this,
we cannotmaintaingoodroads,goodschoolsandgoodservicedo carefor the neediesbf our citizens.

What do you believe most distinguishes you from your opponent(s) in this race? (75 words or fewer):

| believemy greatesassetasa Senatomwill be my ability to listento people'sconcernsaandproblemsolvewith
theresourceswvailableto providethe mostdesirableoutcome.l amnot afraidto negotiateonissues.l am
very willing to work collaborativelywith membersof both parties. | do notbelievemy opponenhas
demonstratedkill in anyof theseareasandhasevenrefusedo collaboratenith memberf herown party. |

believeit's time for votersto electmoremoderatehinking legislatorswho arewilling to usecommonsensen
solvingthe problemsof our state.




