Johnson County Public Policy Council
2016 State Senator/State Representative Candidate Questionnaire

Name: Jan Kess|nger District: 2 Political Affiliation: R

Address/City/State/Zip: 12605WalmerSt. OverlandPark,KS 66209

Phone:  913-275-4790 Email:  jan@Kessinger4Kansas.org
Campaign Website: . Kessinger4Kansas.org
Campaign Video Link:

Occupation/Work History (last five years - 25 words or fewer):

PresidentHendersorKessingeiConsultingInc. - Sales& managementonsulting.ClientsthroughoutNorth
America& CentralEurope;Fortunel00to Mom & Popcompanies.

Other recent political/community experience (25 words or fewer):

MemberKansasRacing& GamingCommission.No electedoffice.

If you are or have been affiliated with a chamber of commerce or other business organization, please list which
organization(s) and any leadership positions you have held:

As a candidate, what are your top three policy issues? (10 words or fewer per issue):

1. Balancedevenuestreamto state- soundfiscal policy
2. Protectandbuild infrastructure
3. Localcontrol

What are your views on state tax policy? (100 words of fewer):

While taxincentivesfor businessanhelpkeepandattractbusinessthey musthaveperformanceequirements

in orderto meetqualifications. Kansagax policy shouldbe balancecamongincometaxes propertytaxesand
salegtaxes.

If Kansas faces a significant revenue shortfall in meeting its budget, how would you proposed to balance the
budget? Please be specific. (100 words or fewer):

We arein ahugehole. First, stopdigging.Restorgaxesto the LLCs andeliminatethe "marchto zero"
revenudriggers. Secondjnvestin assetsatherthandecimatinghem;quit cuttingassetgKDOT, public
education).Thiswill taketime to recoverfrom the deepdeficitsbroughtby fiscal irresponsibility. But, we
mustbe smartandinvestin thefuturefor growth. You cannotsucceedvith themarchto zero.




What are your views on K-12 school funding? In anticipation of a new funding formula/process, what are your
priorities?(75 words or fewer):

We mustmeetconstitutionakequirements. JohnsorCountysubsidizatiorof poorerschooldistrictsis needed
to dothis. We benefitaswell-educatedansangnigrateto this area. Also, a well-educatedvorkforceattracts
newbusinesse® locatehere. Greatschoolsarea hugemagnetfor youngfamilieswho addto theeconomy

andwantto work andlive here. Schoolsareour bestasset.Fundthemproperlyandwell...thepaybackis
immediate.

What are your views on the state’s role with respect to access and affordability of public higher education?
(50 words or fewer):

Highereducatiorhasno valueif it is free. However,whenwe price highereducatiorout of thereachof most,

we arenotfulfilling our obligationto the peopleof Kansas.Kansasshouldfund highereducatiorto the point
wherea studenttanwork parttimeduringschoolandfulltime in the summerandafford to attend.

What is your position on individual tax credits and other voucher-like programs for private school tuition?
(50 words or fewer):

| amagainstvouchers.Therole of governments to provideanadequat€if not superior)public education.If

someonavishesto home-schoobr senda child to privateschool,thatis a privatedecisionandnot oneto be
fundedby the public.

What type of economic development policies will you support to encourage job growth and business expan-
sion in Kansas? (50 words or fewer):

We needto focuson our assets.Investin educatiorto attractemployeesvith familiesandto developan
educateandskilled workforce. AcceptfederalMedicaidmoniesto providecarefor the poorandsick aswell
ascreatingjobsin healthcare.SpendKDOT moneywhereit is meantto be spent.onroadrepairand
construction. Thatcreatesa cascad®f jobs,homesalesandretail activity. Thencreatenewideasfor growth.

Do you support or oppose maintaining the current dedicated sales tax transfer to the state highway fund for

the purpose of funding transportation projects, or should transportation be subject to the appropriations pro-
cess where legislators determine funding levels entirely? Explain. (75 words or fewer):

Salegax fundsspecificto KDOT weredesignedo maintainandconstructroads. Not only is theappropriatior

of thosefundsfor the generafund a misappropriationit is poorfiscal managemerdndis creatinga huge
expenseo beshoulderedy the nextgeneration.It is wrong.

What is your policy position on the state’s role regarding immigration and do you support employment-based

immigration reforms to assist with workforce shortages in specified industries such as engineering? (50 words
or fewer):

Americawasbuilt by immigrantswho workedhardto build theeconomyandcontributeto society. | would
supportimmigrationreformsdesignedo assistworkforceshortagesn targetedndustries- aslong as
immigrantshadno advantageverqualified Americancitizens. Immigrationis primarily afederalfunction
andwhile manycurrentlegislatorswish theywereCongressmemmy focusis on the stateof Kansas

What role should state governments have in determining workplace employment practices and benefits of-
fered to employees?(50 words or fewer):

| ama supporterof local controlandstatesights. This would includestatelaboremploymenpracticesand
governance.

What do you believe is the most pressing issue or challenge facing Kansas today and how would you address
it? (75 words or fewer):

Themostpressingssueis the challengeof overcomingthe poorfiscal managementf the pastsix years. We
arein aholethatwill takeawhile to climb outof. This mustbegradualandfair (unlike thetax policiesthat
putusinto thehole). Acceptfederalmatchingfundsfor healthcarefor the poor. Quit stealingirom KDOT.

Fundeducation.Reinstatehe privatebusinessncometax. Gradually,we cantheneasethetaxincreases
thrustuponthe stateto compensatéor thetaxeslostvia the LLC exemptions.

What do you believe most distinguishes you from your opponent(s) in this race? (75 words or fewer):

My heartfor public serviceandpassiorfor servingfriendsandcommunity As a CongregationaCareMinister
at Churchof the Resurrection] know thatopenlinesof communications thekeyin learninghowto help

people. Our staterepis nearlyinvisible, not only in thedistrict, but duringimportantvotes.ln Topeka,people
joke abouthis disappearin@ctduring controversiablebate.We deservebetterrepresentation.l have4lyears
busines®xperiencavith largeandsmallcompaniesl holdanMBA andhavegoodbusinessense.




