Johnson County Public Policy Council
2016 State Senator/State Representative Candidate Questionnaire
Name:

Address/City/State/Zip:
Phone:

District:

Angeliina Lawson

Political Affiliation:

D

PO Box 860165 Shawnee KS 66226

913-735-5339

Campaign Website:

39

Email:

lawsonforkansas@gmail.com

https://www.facebook.com/lawsonforkansas/

Campaign Video Link:
Occupation/Work History (last five years - 25 words or fewer):
Background in clinical psychology with a Master's in Marriage & Family Therapy/Art Therapy and a doctoral candidate in
early childhood development with a specialty in Trauma and Shock. Devoted wife of 10yrs and together we have a 6yr
old son

Other recent political/community experience (25 words or fewer):
PTA Board member, former PTA Committee Chair, Community fundraising (PTA Horizon Elementary School, KVC
Foster Care agency, Children's Mercy, pet rescue, awareness organizations for rare disease, Circle of Hope NICU,
LGBT, and SafeHome), and former President of Eastern Shawnee Mothers Offering Moms Support international
Iforganization
you are or have been affiliated with a chamber of commerce or other business organization, please list which

organization(s) and any leadership positions you have held:

Membership board member of Kansas Women Business Builders
Board member of Women Of Western Shawnee business group

As a candidate, what are your top three policy issues? (10 words or fewer per issue):

1.

An effective and reasonable budget

2.

Tax program which benefits all, ending sales tax on food

3.

A commitment to constitutional funding and support of schools

What are your views on state tax policy? (100 words of fewer):

I believe that our state has committed to a regressive tax approach, relying too heavily on sales and
sin taxes in order to stay solvent. Revenue from these taxes can vary, especially near state lines,
and our reliance on them as a primary funding source jeapordizes our credit rating and economic
stability. This creates a poor investment environment. We must have a stable tax policy that is more
equitably and benefits many.

If Kansas faces a significant revenue shortfall in meeting its budget, how would you proposed to balance the
budget? Please be specific. (100 words or fewer):

The issue of a shortfall is a short term problem, it means you need the funds immediately, without
delay. This creates limited opportunity for longterm planning, like a better tax plan or a taxation goal.
When the state encounters shortfalls, the governor currently makes cuts to stay within budget. We
must work to prevent short term shortfalls with better longterm planning.

What are your views on K-12 school funding? In anticipation of a new funding formula/process, what are your
priorities?(75 words or fewer):

K-12 students today will be the workforce of tomorrow. They will need to develop new skills that were
not planned for years ago; from computer technology to robotics, they represent our future. As a
result, the cost of education is reflective of the workforce we hope to develop. I believe our
educational cost should be viewed as a longterm investment, and we need to make sure students
statewide have the education they need to succeed
What are your views on the state’s role with respect to access and affordability of public higher education?
(50 words or fewer):

Increases in tuition at our public universities creates problems for a state that aren't realized
immediately. When out of state tuition to nearby universities is less than Kansas public universities,
the entire economy is harmed in the short and longterm. In the short term, it causes families to
tighten budgets or to not attend in Kansas. In the longterm, it means more bright minds leave our
state to live elsewhere.
What is your position on individual tax credits and other voucher-like programs for private school tuition?
(50 words or fewer):

What is your policy position on the state’s role regarding immigration and do you support employment-based
immigration reforms to assist with workforce shortages in specified industries such as engineering? (50 words
or fewer):

The use of H1-B worker Visas will remain critical for many workforces, especially technology oriented
ones. I believe that H1-B Visa applicants will be an increasing part of our economy for the forseeable
future unless we recommit to a workforce of the future.

What role should state governments have in determining workplace employment practices and benefits offered to employees?(50 words or fewer):

I believe that the state government has a role in businesses over a set size (non-family operations),
to provide worker safety, protections against workplace harrassment and community protections.
Businesses should be free to grow as an ongoing enterprise, but government controls against
unscrupulous practices protect other businesses from shady or unfair practices which may
manipulate or undercut the market.
What do you believe is the most pressing issue or challenge facing Kansas today and how would you address
it? (75 words or fewer):

I do not believe vouchers are an effective way to solve our education concerns. The majority of
Kansans live in smaller communities in which there is only one school; vouchers would offer them no
benefit. Many private schools do not handle students with special needs, like autism, mental
disabilities, physical disabilities. This increases the cost per capita on public schools while removing
money from our public institutions.

Revenues. No matter what issue we evaluate in Kansas, whether it is education, mental health
programs, roads, law enforcement or any other state issue, none of it is possible without proper
funding. Our current revenue glide path puts us at risk of credit downgrades - and more loss. To
address any and all of these issues, we must address our revenues.

What type of economic development policies will you support to encourage job growth and business expansion in Kansas? (50 words or fewer):

What do you believe most distinguishes you from your opponent(s) in this race? (75 words or fewer):

Nothing encourages job growth like stability. The greatest negative to our state in regards to growth
is that our current state economy presents too many unknown factors for potential investors. We
must convince investors that Kansas has a solid longterm plan with commitments to infrastructure of
all forms.

Do you support or oppose maintaining the current dedicated sales tax transfer to the state highway fund for
the purpose of funding transportation projects, or should transportation be subject to the appropriations process where legislators determine funding levels entirely? Explain. (75 words or fewer):

We must build a tax program for our highway fund that leaves it stable. I believe that revisiting our
tax and toll strategy for highways and Kansas roads is likely if we can also create a lock-box policy in
regards to raiding KDOT funds for other purposes.

Charles Macheers has made a commitment to the Brownback plan, which as of current, seems to be
believing that our ship will come in. After 6 years, I think we need to stop standing on the dock. There
are two other Republicans running in this race, and both fail to acknowledge in public forums, the
reality of addressing our budget and revenue problems directly. We must have a real discussion of
how we fix the Kansas economy.

