Johnson County Public Policy Council
2016 State Senator/State Representative Candidate Questionnaire
Name:

Address/City/State/Zip:
Phone:

District:

Larry Miller

Political Affiliation:

DEM6300

6300 W 156th Overland Park, Kansas 66223
Email:

913-620-4289

Campaign Website:

27

jlmiller95@sbcglobal.net

LarryMiller.org

Campaign Video Link:
Occupation/Work History (last five years - 25 words or fewer):

Retired SWBT, Currently Drive a school bus for Blue Valley and work for Cito of Overland Park as
Community Center Attendant and Pool Manager
Other recent political/community experience (25 words or fewer):

Precinct Committeeman, Bread Ministry for the poor and Christmas in October participant, Union Steward
Teamsters Local 838
If you are or have been affiliated with a chamber of commerce or other business organization, please list which
organization(s) and any leadership positions you have held:

As a candidate, what are your top three policy issues? (10 words or fewer per issue):

1.

Education

2.

Less Regressive Sales Tax including elimination of sales tax on food

3.

Medicare(KanKare) expansion

What are your views on state tax policy? (100 words of fewer):

The current taxing policy has not worked and is taking needed funds from other programs such as education,
infrastructure, and retirement benefits. Less regressive tax policy and a little more progressive tax policy is
needed to make Kansas a great place to live and work in the future.

If Kansas faces a significant revenue shortfall in meeting its budget, how would you proposed to balance the
budget? Please be specific. (100 words or fewer):

Repealing the LLC no tax policy is the first that needs to be addressed. Sales tax on food should be eliminated
over time and revenue picked up on sales tax for luxury items such as guns, boats, airplanes etc. Elimination
the regressive tax on a necessity would aid the poor and put a little more money back into the economy.
Progressive income taxes need to be revisitied for this state.

What are your views on K-12 school funding? In anticipation of a new funding formula/process, what are your
priorities?(75 words or fewer):

The funding of our schools does not address adequacy for all students. We need to invest in the most important
asset of our state, our children including those that have not been born. We need to teach our children the
future of business, medicine and make education an instrument for the future.

What are your views on the state’s role with respect to access and affordability of public higher education?
(50 words or fewer):

College tuition has gone out of control. One thought is how I received my education was with the company
that I worked for had a tuition program that benefited the company as well as the employee. We need to
encourage more tuition assistance programs so that the graduate does not walk out the doors with a diploma in
one hand and a very large debt in the other.

What is your position on individual tax credits and other voucher-like programs for private school tuition?
(50 words or fewer):

Tax credits and vouchers take away money from a very good public school system which would make the
public school system deteriorate. There is no accountability for private school vouchers and the education that
is taught at those schools. Special needs in public schools is offered but not necessarily in private schools.

What is your policy position on the state’s role regarding immigration and do you support employment-based
immigration reforms to assist with workforce shortages in specified industries such as engineering? (50 words
or fewer):

I support immigration on the grounds they need to escape deplorable conditions. We have cites and towns in
Kansas that are losing residents and the immigrants can be just how we were back in the turn or the 20th
century. If we want growth in our state, we need people to grow it with schools, businesses, and building. We
need more rapid transit and other things for the next 50 years. There are a lot of people sitting in refugee camp

What role should state governments have in determining workplace employment practices and benefits offered to employees?(50 words or fewer):

Work place employment benefits should be determined by the company owners or collective bargaining
agreements. Kansas should raise the bar on the minimum wage. We have not had an increase since 2009 and
inflation has taken care of that increase.

What do you believe is the most pressing issue or challenge facing Kansas today and how would you address
it? (75 words or fewer):

Education to me is the most pressing issue as I think education is the silver bullet out of poverty. Great schools
bring great cities and counties and growth. Education will help us take care of other issues such as taking care
of the poor, better health care and the environment.

What type of economic development policies will you support to encourage job growth and business expansion in Kansas? (50 words or fewer):

What do you believe most distinguishes you from your opponent(s) in this race? (75 words or fewer):

I would like to see expansion in Kansas counties and cities that are losing population. Environmental issues
must be addressed in the very near future and encouraging companies to expand renewable energy solutionsis
much needed not just for Kansas but the country. Educational opportunities for those that need to relocate will
over time create growth for those communities.

I am not sure that I can answer that one with any great wisdom. My opponent is a business man and I have
been both an occupational worker as well as a manager for a very large corporation. I served proudly in the
military and I take my education and wok experience on both sides of the fens as a valuable tool in serving the
State of Kansas.

Do you support or oppose maintaining the current dedicated sales tax transfer to the state highway fund for
the purpose of funding transportation projects, or should transportation be subject to the appropriations process where legislators determine funding levels entirely? Explain. (75 words or fewer):

For sure we have to stop the transfer of highway and trasportation funds to the general fund or soon it will bite
the state in the end. Those funds need to stay with Transportation Department otherwise borrowing will take
that sales tax revenue away. We cannot afford to let our roads and bridges deteriorate as that will cost more in
the long run.

