Johnson County Public Policy Council
2016 State Senator/State Representative Candidate Questionnaire
Name:

Address/City/State/Zip:
Phone:

District:

Melissa A Rooker

Political Affiliation:

R

4124 Brookridge Dr Fairway, KS 66205
Email:

913-961-1555

Campaign Website:

25

melissa@melissarooker.com

melissarooker.com

Campaign Video Link:
Occupation/Work History (last five years - 25 words or fewer):

retired film executive - Malpaso Productions 1986-2001
Other recent political/community experience (25 words or fewer):

current: Kansas Forest Service Advisory Council, Shawnee Indian Mission Advisory Council
past: Kansas PTA advocacy, SMAC PTA legislative chair, Indian Hills PTA president, Bryantwood HOA pres
If you are or have been affiliated with a chamber of commerce or other business organization, please list which
organization(s) and any leadership positions you have held:

Northeast Johnson County Chamber of Commerce
As a candidate, what are your top three policy issues? (10 words or fewer per issue):

1.

Maintaining excellence in education via adequate & equitable funding

2.

Providing balanced & sustainable tax policy

3.

Supporting local control for schools, counties & cities

What are your views on state tax policy? (100 words of fewer):

Kansas has a problem with adequacy and equity in our tax code. I have long been a proponent of balanced,
sustainable tax policy that provides sufficient money to fund the priorities defined in the state budget without
resorting to accounting tricks, fund sweeps and borrowing (bonding). I am prepared to engage in a
comprehensive review of the tax code and support responsible reforms to ensure the revenue we need is
provided in an appropriate way to ensure fairness for all taxpayers while supporting right-sized state
government.
If Kansas faces a significant revenue shortfall in meeting its budget, how would you proposed to balance the
budget? Please be specific. (100 words or fewer):

We must engage in a comprehensive review of our tax code. All elements are fair game for reform with
restoration of balance among income, sales and property taxes as the goal. Collaborating with colleagues and
fiscal policy experts is key to reaching consensus. Ensuring healthy process in which these plans are discussed
in public hearings, debate happens on the floor among all members and the ultimate package is crafted in a
transparent manner is the most important aspect.

What are your views on K-12 school funding? In anticipation of a new funding formula/process, what are your
priorities?(75 words or fewer):

K-12 funding falls far short of adequate to meet the needs of the 21st century workplace. We need an open and
transparent process that engages all stakeholder voices as we define the goals that need to be met, and then
provide a funding formula and the necessary dollars to ensure the success of all students. A new formula
should start with funding for each student, include categories of additional funding for characteristics that
require more intervention, change with inflation and prioritize professional development to help us attract and
retain great teachers.
What are your views on the state’s role with respect to access and affordability of public higher education?
(50 words or fewer):

As the parent of a college student I know firsthand the rapidly escalating cost of a college education. Cuts to
higher ed budgets have caused a rise in tuition and increased fees paid by students. It has gotten out of hand
and we need to start reinvesting in our community colleges and regents universities to ensure that we are able
stay competitive and attract the best and brightest faculty.

What is your position on individual tax credits and other voucher-like programs for private school tuition?
(50 words or fewer):

I am not a supporter of either vouchers or tuition tax credits for K-12 education.

What type of economic development policies will you support to encourage job growth and business expansion in Kansas? (50 words or fewer):

We need targeted incentives that will bring new businesses and young families back to the state. Incentives
need some accountability measures so that if they are not working we have the means to change direction.
Modern infrastructure and high quality schools are part of the equation, so having the means to invest in
broadband, roads, public safety and our healthcare system are crucial to keeping Kansas attractive to business.

Do you support or oppose maintaining the current dedicated sales tax transfer to the state highway fund for
the purpose of funding transportation projects, or should transportation be subject to the appropriations process where legislators determine funding levels entirely? Explain. (75 words or fewer):

Transportation funds should remain dedicated to transportation projects. People lose sight of the fact that
T-WORKS was a 10 year plan that the legislature voted to implement that includes a specific list of projects
and identified the funding to pay for them. In other words, the legislators DID determine the funding levels and
sources at the time of passage. We should uphold the plan.

What is your policy position on the state’s role regarding immigration and do you support employment-based
immigration reforms to assist with workforce shortages in specified industries such as engineering? (50 words
or fewer):

I believe immigration is a federal issue. We cannot have a patchwork of policies on this issue that differ from
state to state. That said, it is clear that certain workforce needs can only be met by people with specific skills
and I am comfortable with the process in place to fill those needs. I support investment in our education system
to help fill workforce needs with Kansas graduates prepared for the 21st century workplace.

What role should state governments have in determining workplace employment practices and benefits offered to employees?(50 words or fewer):

Fairness is important, as is safety of employees. State government should set a framework of standards that
comply with federal law, and the responsibility of employers to work with their employees to implement in the
workplace. This is another example of the need for common sense decision-making that includes stakeholder
voices, protects local decision making and creates a safe, secure work environment for all concerned.

What do you believe is the most pressing issue or challenge facing Kansas today and how would you address
it? (75 words or fewer):

We are facing a crisis with regard to the structural imbalance in our tax code and inability to properly fund our
budget. The biggest job ahead in 2017 will be redrafting a school finance plan and providing adequate
resources to fund it. I have been engaged in a collaborative process to re-envision our school funding formula
and look forward to teaming with colleagues and others to provide the means to fund it. This is not a simple
task that can be outlined in 75 words - it will take collaboration and negotiation across the political spectrum to
get the job done.
What do you believe most distinguishes you from your opponent(s) in this race? (75 words or fewer):

I am a longtime resident of this area, own my home, have 2 kids who have attended our public schools and
state university, have experience with community service projects, a long history of civic engagement, and
other deep ties to the community. I have been following the state legislature for many years, and have served in
elected office for 4 years. I place good public policy above politics - the primary role I play is as a liaison with
state government on behalf of the constituents of the 25th District. Most importantly, I am willing to cross the
political divide to work with those I may not agree with in order to find consensus on tough issues.

