Johnson County Public Policy Council
2016 State Senator/State Representative Candidate Questionnaire
Name:

Address/City/State/Zip:
Phone:

District:

Barbara Bollier

Political Affiliation:

R

6910 Overhill Rd., Mission Hills, KS 66208-2769
Email:

913-485-2121

Campaign Website:

7

barbarabollier@gmail.com

www.barbarabollier.org

Campaign Video Link:
Occupation/Work History (last five years - 25 words or fewer):

I have served as a State Representative for District 21 and District 25.
Other recent political/community experience (25 words or fewer):

Reforming State Governments health care policy, American State Legislators for Gun Violence Prevention,
Maternal Fetal Health Coalition Board, KU Medical Alum Board
If you are or have been affiliated with a chamber of commerce or other business organization, please list which
organization(s) and any leadership positions you have held:

As a candidate, what are your top three policy issues? (10 words or fewer per issue):

1.

Real revenue reform eliminating the March to Zero

2.

New school funding formula that supports JoCo schools

3.

Kansas solution to Medicaid expansion

What are your views on state tax policy? (100 words of fewer):

The current March to Zero is failing and must be rescinded. All tax policy must be put on the table to be
evaluated and a stable plan put in place that will support efficient government structure. I have always
supported a balanced, "three-legged stool" approach to tax policy: income, sales, and property tax essentially in
balance.

If Kansas faces a significant revenue shortfall in meeting its budget, how would you proposed to balance the
budget? Please be specific. (100 words or fewer):

We will continue to face significant revenue shortfall for the next fiscal year. That being said, it is difficult to
say where the money will come from, particularly with the Gannon School Funding lawsuit pending. I do not
support borrowing money against KPERS or KDOT, nor do I support taking money directly from KDOT. We
have cut programs and services to the point that they struggle to function effectively. It is going to take very
careful budgeting by our administration to even hope to have a budget that can balance. There is truly no good
answer to this budget fiasco created by the Brownback administration. Revenue reform is a must!

What are your views on K-12 school funding? In anticipation of a new funding formula/process, what are your
priorities?(75 words or fewer):

First priority is to increase the base state aid per pupil significantly. Then, add weightings for At Risk, English
Language Learners, and Transportation. Fully fund Special Education. Create adequate funding across the state
so that local option budgets can be used for "extras", not essentials, and can be determined by local votes.
Maintain funding for public education; private education should not be included. Consider all day Kindergarten
an essential. There will be other pieces to add, but those are the critical ones.
What are your views on the state’s role with respect to access and affordability of public higher education?
(50 words or fewer):

Higher education is an essential part of our state. The recent cuts are not sustainable and will affect access and
cost to students. Kansas has always put education at the top of its priority list and should continue to do so.
That requires a sustainable revenue stream.

What is your position on individual tax credits and other voucher-like programs for private school tuition?
(50 words or fewer):

I am opposed.

What type of economic development policies will you support to encourage job growth and business expansion in Kansas? (50 words or fewer):

Continue our Angel Tax Credits. Provide excellent education and community services to attract businesses to
Kansas. The PEAK program needs assessment, and if it shows results, should continue. Support local control.

Do you support or oppose maintaining the current dedicated sales tax transfer to the state highway fund for
the purpose of funding transportation projects, or should transportation be subject to the appropriations process where legislators determine funding levels entirely? Explain. (75 words or fewer):

I support the dedicated sales tax transfer. Having a long range plan is essential to transportation in the state.
Changing funding every year inhibits development and maintenance. Moving products is essential to economic
stability and development.

What is your policy position on the state’s role regarding immigration and do you support employment-based
immigration reforms to assist with workforce shortages in specified industries such as engineering? (50 words
or fewer):

The primary immigration issue needs to be resolved at the federal level. For Kansas, it is essential to have
employment-based reform. Many jobs are being filled by immigrants that current residents refuse to take. We
need enhancement to much of our workforce in rural Kansas.

What role should state governments have in determining workplace employment practices and benefits offered to employees?(50 words or fewer):

Local control is best, as long as safety is maintained.

What do you believe is the most pressing issue or challenge facing Kansas today and how would you address
it? (75 words or fewer):

The revenue crisis! As stated previously, put the entire tax plan on the table and make changes that get us the
revenue we need to sustain our budget. It will take compromise, but this problem can be resolved.

What do you believe most distinguishes you from your opponent(s) in this race? (75 words or fewer):

My willingness to put policy over politics; these are not Republican or Democratic issues, but Kansas issues. I
am able to work across party lines to find reasonable solutions. I have enough experience in Topeka to know
how it works and have essential contacts established. My medical education adds a huge bonus to the state as
we decide significant health care policy. With a proven voting record, you know where I stand on issues
without question. My passion and commitment to working as a public servant is well-established and includes
complete availability plus dedicated communication.

