Johnson County Public Policy Council
2016 State Senator/State Representative Candidate Questionnaire
Name:

Address/City/State/Zip:
Phone:

District:

Michael Kerner

21

Political Affiliation:

Libertarian

15515 W. 80th Street Lenexa, KS 66219

913-488-8856

Email:

Mike4Freedom.campaign@Gmail.com

Campaign Website:
Campaign Video Link:
Occupation/Work History (last five years - 25 words or fewer):

Just retired after 49 years with Honeywell International
Other recent political/community experience (25 words or fewer):

Libertarian Party of Kansas Executive Committee
If you are or have been affiliated with a chamber of commerce or other business organization, please list which
organization(s) and any leadership positions you have held:

As a candidate, what are your top three policy issues? (10 words or fewer per issue):

1.

Legalization of Marijuana for medical use

2.

Paradigm shift for school funding away from centralization to full local control

3.

Complete elimination of the state income tax to attract new businesses and people

What are your views on state tax policy? (100 words of fewer):

We need to remove responsibility for school funding from the state, which would permit the complete
elimination of state income tax. Districts would raise their own money to suit its voters, without affecting any
other district. The Governor's mistake was reducing income tax on a years long glide path. This does not work.
You immediately lose revenue but are still scaring away business investment with high taxes.

If Kansas faces a significant revenue shortfall in meeting its budget, how would you proposed to balance the
budget? Please be specific. (100 words or fewer):

In the near term (before instituting my plan) the only option will be to cut spending. I would not agree to raise
taxes.

What are your views on K-12 school funding? In anticipation of a new funding formula/process, what are your
priorities?(75 words or fewer):

As I said above, centralization is the problem. The lawsuit that nearly closed the schools was some districts
complaining that they did not get enough of the common pot of money. The only permanent solution to that is
to end centralization altogether.

What are your views on the state’s role with respect to access and affordability of public higher education?
(50 words or fewer):

It is fine for the state to run colleges on a non-profit basis but there should not be any general subsidy. The
tuition should cover the costs. Any subsidy should be limited to individual scholarships where justified by
special circumstances.

What is your position on individual tax credits and other voucher-like programs for private school tuition?
(50 words or fewer):

This is a moral requirement. It is intolerable for a family to pay twice in order to send their child to a school of
their choosing.

What type of economic development policies will you support to encourage job growth and business expansion in Kansas? (50 words or fewer):

The only way to attract new business investment is to lower taxes. Each state is in competition with all other
states to attract business. State tax rates are always part of those decisions.

Do you support or oppose maintaining the current dedicated sales tax transfer to the state highway fund for
the purpose of funding transportation projects, or should transportation be subject to the appropriations process where legislators determine funding levels entirely? Explain. (75 words or fewer):

I want to see us get as close as possible to a user fee arrangement for highway projects and maintenance. Fuel
taxes, fuel sales taxes and tolls should be segregated for highways/roads and not mixed with the general fund.

What is your policy position on the state’s role regarding immigration and do you support employment-based
immigration reforms to assist with workforce shortages in specified industries such as engineering? (50 words
or fewer):

Immigration is a federal matter and the state has no place in enforcing those laws.

What role should state governments have in determining workplace employment practices and benefits offered to employees?(50 words or fewer):

The state government has no role in determining wages or benefits offered to employees. The state's role is
limited to safety concerns.

What do you believe is the most pressing issue or challenge facing Kansas today and how would you address
it? (75 words or fewer):

Burdensome taxes are keeping us from the economic growth that we are capable of. We need to be mindful of
the competition between states in the matter of attracting people and businesses and taxes are a big part of
those decisions.

What do you believe most distinguishes you from your opponent(s) in this race? (75 words or fewer):

I am older and have much more life experience. I understand the economic consequences of state actions. My
two opponents are only interested in increasing taxes in a vain attempt to quell the annual education battles.
That is a lost cause if we persist with centralized revenue collection. I am guided by the first rule of
Libertarians, the non-aggression principle.

